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Claims . 

1. A method for testing a plurality of computing products, 
comprising the steps of: 

5 providing a central repository holding data structures, said 

data structures comprising platforms, test suites, an execution 
test harness, and an installer; 

downloading said installer to a plurality of clients of said 
central repository; and 
10 responsively to an execution of said installer in said 

clients downloading and installing from said central repository 
selected ones of said platforms and said test suites to said 
clients for use by said clients in testing said computing 
products . 

15 

2. The method according to claim 1, further comprising the 
step of providing a platform editor for making a modification of 
any of said platforms, said test suites, and said execution test 
harness, so that said modification is automatically applied to 

20 all of said clients using at least one of said platforms, said 
test suites, and said execution test harness. 

3. The method according to claim 1, wherein said execution 
test harness is executed using binary files thereof residing on 

25 said central repository. 

4. The method according to claim 1, wherein different 
selected ones of said platforms and said test suites are 
installed on different ones of said clients. 

30 

5. The method according to claim 4, wherein said different 
ones of said clients execute said test suites concurrently. 
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6. The method according to claim 4, wherein said different 
ones of said clients execute said test suites at different 
times . 

5 7. A computer software product, comprising a computer- 

readable medium in which computer program instructions are 
stored, which instructions, when read by a computer, cause the 
computer to perform a method for testing a plurality of 
computing products, comprising the steps of: 

10 defining a central repository holding data structures, said 

data structures comprising platforms, test suites, an execution 
test harness, and an installer; 

downloading said installer to a plurality of clients of said 
central repository; and 

15 responsively to an execution of a script generated by said 

installer in said clients , downloading selected ones of said 
platforms, said test suites to said clients for use by said 
clients in testing said computing products under control of said 
execution test harness. 

20 

8. The computer software product according to claim 7, 
wherein said computer is further instructed to perform the step 
of defining a platform editor for modifying at least one of said 
platforms, said test suites, and said execution test harness. 

25 

9. The computer software product according to claim 7, 
wherein said execution test harness is executed using binary 
files thereof residing on said central repository. 

30 10. The computer software product according to claim 7, 

wherein different selected ones of said platforms and said test 
suites are installed on different ones of said clients. 
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11. The computer software product according to claim 10, 
wherein said different ones of said clients execute said test 
suites concurrently. 

5 12. The computer software product according to claim 10, 

wherein said different ones of said clients execute said test 
suites at different times. 

13. A test execution system for testing a plurality of 
10 computing products, comprising: 

a central repository holding data structures, said data 
structures comprising platforms, test suites, and an execution 
test harness; and 

an installer for downloading and installing selected ones of 
15 said platforms, and said test suites at a plurality of clients 
of said central repository. 

14. The test execution system according to claim 13, further 
comprising a platform editor for modifying at least one of said 

20 platforms, said test suites, and said execution test harness. 

15. The test execution system according to claim 13, wherein 
clients of said central repository execute said execution test 
harness using binary files residing on said central repository. 

25 

16. The test execution system according to claim 13, wherein 
different selected ones of said platforms and said test suites 
are installed on different ones of said clients. 

30 17. The test execution system according to claim 16, wherein 

said different ones of said clients execute said test suites 
concurrently . 



P9307 



47900 Ver. 47900S9.doc 

47 

18. The test execution system according to claim 16, wherein 
said different ones of said clients execute said test suites at 
different times. 

5 19. A method for testing a plurality of computing products, 

comprising the steps of: 

providing a central repository holding data structures, said 
data structures comprising platforms, test suites, an execution 
test harness, and an installer; 
10 downloading said installer to a plurality of clients of said 

central r epo s i t ory ; 

responsively to an execution of a script generated by said 
installer in said clients, downloading selected ones of said 
platforms and said test suites to said clients for use by said 
15 clients in testing said computing products under control of said 
execution test harness; and 

defining a platform editor for modifying at least one of 
said platforms, said test suites, and said execution test 
harness . 

20 

20. The method according to claim 19, wherein said execution 
test harness is executed using binary files thereof residing on 
said central repository. 

2 5 21. The method according to claim 19, wherein different 

selected ones of said platforms and said test suites are 
installed on different ones of said clients. 

22. The method according to claim 21, wherein said different 
30 ones of said clients execute said test suites concurrently. 

23. The method according to claim 21, wherein said different 
ones of said clients execute said test suites at different 
times . 

35 
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24. A computer software product, comprising a computer- 
readable medium in which computer program instructions are 
stored, which instructions, when read by a computer, cause the 

5 computer to perform a method for testing a plurality of 
computing products, comprising the steps of: 

defining a central repository holding data structures, said 
data structures comprising platforms, test suites, an execution 
test harness, and an installer; 
10 downloading said installer to a plurality of clients of said 

central repository; 

responsively to an execution of a script generated by said 
installer in said clients, downloading selected ones of said 
platforms and said test suites to said clients for use by said 
15 clients in testing said computing products under control of said 
execution test harness; and 

defining a platform editor for modifying at least one of 
said platforms, said test suites, and said execution test 
harness . 

20 

25. The computer software product according to claim 24, 
wherein said execution test harness is executed using binary 
files thereof residing on said central repository. 

25 26. The computer software product according to claim 24, 

wherein different selected ones of said platforms and said test 
suites are installed on different ones of said clients. 

27. The computer software product according to claim 26, 
30 wherein said different ones of said clients execute said test 

suites concurrently. 

28. The computer software product according to claim 26, 
wherein said different ones of said clients execute said test 

35 suites at different times. 
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29. A test execution system for testing a plurality of 
computing products, comprising: 

a central repository holding data structures, said data 
5 structures comprising platforms, test suites, and an execution 
test harness; 

an installer for downloading and installing selected ones of 
said platforms, and said test suites at a plurality of clients 
of said central repository; and 
10 a platform editor for modifying at least one of said 

platforms, said test suites, and said execution test harness. 

30. The test execution system according to claim 29, wherein 
clients of said central repository execute said execution test 

15 harness using binary files residing on said central repository. 

31. The test execution system according to claim 29, wherein 
different selected ones of said platforms and said test suites 
are installed on different ones of said clients. 

20 

32. The test execution system according to claim 31, wherein 
said different ones of said clients execute said test suites 
concurrently . 

25 33. The test execution system according to claim 31, wherein 

said different ones of said clients execute said test suites at 
different times. 

30 
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